2586                     MEMOIRS   OF  CAPTAIN  CARLETOH.
when they offered to "bring the colours before him, he would not so much as see them A little before the duke went to supper, Bateman himself was brought to him , but the duke turned away from him without any farther notice, than coldly saying, that he thought he was veiy stiangely taken The wags of the army made a thorough jest of him, and said his militaiy conduct was of a piece with his economy, having, two ilays before his march, sent his young handsome wife into England, under the guardianship of the young chaplain of the regiment
Apul 15th, in the year 1707, "being Easter Monday, we had in the morning a flying repoit in Alicant, that there had "been the day befoie a battle at Almanza, between the army under the command of the Duke of Berwick, and that of the English under Lord Galway, in which the latter had suffered an entne defeat We at first gave no great credit to it, but alas' we were too soon wofully convinced of the truth of it, by numbers that came flying to us from the conquering enemy Then, indeed, we were satisfied of truths, too difficult befoie to be credited. But, as I was not present in that calamitous battle, I shall relate it, as I received it fiom an officer then in the duke's army
To bring the Lord Galway to a battle, in a place most commodious for his purpose, the duke made use of this stratagem, he ordered two Irishmen, both officers, to make their way over to the enemy as deserters, putting this story /i their mouths, that the Duke of Orleans was in full march to join the Duke of Berwick with twelve thousand men 9 that this would be done in two days, and that then they would find out the Lord Galway, and force him to fight, wherevei they found him
Lord Galway, who at this time lay before Villena, receiving this intelligence from those well-instructed deseiteis, immediately raised the siege, with a resolution, by a hasty march, to force the enemy to battle, before the Duke of Orleans should be able to join the Duke of Berwick. To effect this, after a haid march of three long Spanish leagues in the heat of the day, he appears a little aftei noon in the face of the enemy with his fatigued forces. Glad and rejoiced at the sight, for he found his plot had taken, Berwick, the better to receive him, draws up his army in a half moon, placing at a pretty good advance three regiments to make up the centra